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 “This community feast is, and has been, a 
collaborative result that came from a shared 
vision of respect for women singers at the 
drum.  This vision follows a traditional way of 
Native American drum societies, and part of 
that vision has been to pass a ceremony of the 
drum on to other honorable women.  It is a  
goal of this gathering to bring a balance to the 
circle of this world and to our life, by keeping 
Native culture alive, instilling a sense of pride 
and identity  in youth, respecting women, and 
honoring of Veterans and Elders. 
 
The singers who carry the songs or our people 
deserve respect as well as recognition.  
Women’s drums have existed from the 
beginning of songs and the gift of the drum.  
Women singers are a community of servants 
and activists, teachers and students, as well as 
daughters, sisters and mothers who touch the 
lives of each person in her community.  This 
circle of women’s drums receives strength, 
support and knowledge from the heart beat of 
the drum.  Each drum group strives to 
demonstrate a sense of identity and belonging, 
and to live a life of balance and respect. 
 
The purpose of this celebration is to honor our 
drums, culture and the strength and creativity 
of our people. “ 
 

-from Balancing the Hoop - 2005 – “West” 
Women’s Society of Drums and Traditional 
Gathering, Alturas, CA.  June 25, 2005 
 
The second (2008) “Feast of the East”, 
honoring women’s drums, will be held in West 
Virginia, July 19 & 20, 2008.  All drums are 
welcome to attend the feast, women’s, men’s, 
mixed and hand to honor women’s drums. 
 

2008 -  “East” Hosting Drum: 
 

Mother Earth Beat 
Of WV 

 
During the summer of 2005, Mother Earth 
Beat was honored to be invited, by Thoz 
Womenz (2005 “West” Feast Honored 
Drum) and The Mankillers (2005 “West” 
Feast Host Drum) to the “Balancing the 
Hoop” - 2005 – “West” Women’s Society of 
Drums and Traditional Gathering” in Alturas, 
CA.  Being the first Women’s Drum from the 
“East” to successfully make it to the “West” 
Feast, we were further honored by being 
inducted into the Women’s Society of Drums. 
We were then charged to take Women’s 
Society of Drums Traditional Gathering and 
Feast… to the East. With great humbleness, 
Mother Earth Beat accepted these honors. 
 
Mother Earth Beat is an all women Native 
American Pow Wow drum that was formed in 
October 1997.  We currently have 15 
members.  The women of Mother Earth Beat 
have come together over the years, helping 
each other and recognizing the need to 
lovingly support of each other.  We are called 
together to the drum, through the drum, for the 
helping and healing of each other and those 
who hear us.  We have the support of our 
husbands, brothers, sons and men who honor 
us for what healing we bring through out 
songs.   
 

Mother Earth Beat is based in the beautiful 
Appalachian Mountains of West Virginia. We 
realize that Women's Drums are not considered 
traditional; we don't claim to be traditional by 
the modern sense of the word.  We do, 
however, strive to keep the traditions alive in 
our hearts, and to honor our ancestors with our 
songs.  We feel that now, with the new 
Millennium, our Mother Earth is in dire need 
of healing, and that is part of the message we 
hope to bring to the People, as we sing.  We 
also sing in the Eastern Woodlands style, part 
of our mission is to keep alive, and teach, the 
songs of the Eastern Peoples.  Many of our 
Drum members are also members of 
Appalachian American Indians of WV, 
(AAIWV).  Mother Earth Beat was originally 
founded by members of AAIWV and we 
continue to honor the tribe of our birth through 
volunteering our time and our song at tribal 
events, gatherings and  Pow  Wows. 
 

Appalachian American Indians of 
WV 

(AAIWV) 
 
AAIWV or Appalachian American Indians 
of West Virginia, Inc. is an intertribal tribe 
of Native Americans and their mixed 
blood lineal descendants. Currently there 
are nearly 5000 members in West Virginia 
and the surrounding states representing the 
bloodlines from 84 different Native 
American Tribes. Consistent with the 
history of this area, the majority of our 
members share Cherokee or Shawnee 
ancestry, although tribes as distant as the 
Ojibwa, Seneca and Apache are also 
represented.  

AAIWV is the largest group of Native 
Americans, Native American descendants 
and supporters of Native Americans in the 
State of West Virginia. Chartered in 1989 



as the Appalachian American Indian 
Society, a 501(c) 3 corporation registered 
with the West Virginia Secretary of State 
with 11 original members. Though 
AAIWV does not have formal Federal or 
State Recognition as an Indian Tribe, 
AAIWV achieved acknowledgement by 
WV State Senate as a tribal group on 
March 1, 1996 with the passage of Senate 
Resolution 25. This was followed by an 
identical resolution (House Resolution 23) 
passed by the House of Delegates on 
March 3, 1998. 

AAIWV goals are to provide a "tribal 
home" for Native Americans in West 
Virginia, to save precious pieces of our 
heritage that are in danger of being lost, 
and to educate both Native Americans and 
the general public about the history and 
culture of Native Americans in WV. This 
is done through teaching activities 
throughout WV, by holding free Pow 
Wows, and through meetings. In addition 
to normal monthly Tribal Council 
meetings Summersville, WV, AAIWV 
holds Regional Gatherings each month in 
Mingo, Greenbrier, Kanawha, and 
Monongahela counties.  

AAIWV provides assistance to members, 
with Regional Food Pantries, as well as 
assistance with counseling and educational 
needs. AAIWV is supported solely by the 
contributions of its members. No fees or 
membership dues are charged. Public 
speaking and educational activities are 
performed without charge to the 
community. No member representing 
AAIWV may accept speaking fees for 
public activities.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

 ���!����"�#����������$�����	��

%����� ��&���#��	��'�&�(�

)����)�*�

�

��������	����
�	��

����
������	�����	����� �

�

��������� !"#	$% ��

501 Brown Ave 
           Belington, WV 26250 

(304) 823-3087 
miska1967@aol.com 

 
www.motherearthbeat.net 
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1245 Tyrone Rd 
Morgantown, WV 26508 

304-290-0517 
feasteastreservations@motherearthbeat.net     
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